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2015 Children’s Benefit Gala
Highlights ETM Students’ 
Performances

Quarterly news from Education Through Music

ETM’s signature fundraiser, the   
annual Children’s Benefit Gala, was 
held Monday, June 8, 2015 at Capitale 
in Manhattan. The long-anticipated 
event brought a new level of aware-
ness to all of the good work that ETM 
has done and continues to do in NYC 
schools. The Gala was co-hosted by 
actress Christine Baranski from The 
Good Wife and Darren Criss, the star of 
the Tony award-winning musical Hed-
wig and the Angry Inch, and over three 
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Students perform “Heart of the City”  with Peter Cincotti.  

hundred guests were in attendance. 
The highlight of the Gala was the 

musical performances by ETM stu-
dents who captivated the guests with 
their energy and talent. The evening 
started with a carefully executed 
performance of “Dry Your Tears, 
Africa” conducted by ETM’s Director 
of Program Peter Pauliks. It was also 
a special moment when the students 
performed a new song, commis-
sioned by ETM from composer Jim 

Papoulis, “Music Makes Me.” The song 
is inspired by ETM’s mission to use 
music as a catalyst to help children 
succeed in school and life in general. 
What better way to validate all of the 
work ETM has done than to see the 
students perform live on stage!

For the final performance the 
students were joined by the singer, 
songwriter and pianist, Peter Cincotti. 
Their powerful performance of “Heart 
of the City” brought tears to the eyes 

Continued on page 2

Composer Jim Papoulis talks about his new song, “Music Makes 
Me,” that premiered at the 2015 ETM Children’s Benefit Gala.
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2015 ETM Gala 
Continued from front page

of many and it left a deep impression 
on the guests and ETM staff alike. The 
musical part of the evening was con-
cluded with Peter’s solo performance. 

The Gala honored a long-time 
friend and supporter, Katherine D. 
Elliott. Mrs. Elliott has been on ETM’s 
board for over fifteen years and her 
time and dedication has been invalu-
able. Mrs. Elliott was presented with 
a special gift by Paris, a student at PS 
76, who thanked Elliott on behalf of 
all of the students for everything she 
has done to make music education a 
reality for the kids. 

The importance of music educa-
tion and the impact it has on trans-
forming children’s lives is hard to 
underestimate. This sentiment was 
powerfully reinforced by Christine 
Baranski as she stood on stage at the 
beginning of the live auction. “I am 
a grandmother now. And it means 
that now even more than ever I feel 
the need to ensure that all kids have 
access to music education because it 
really does change lives. I hope you 

join me in supporting this cause,” said 
Baranski as she generously donated 
a one-of-a-kind experience to ETM’s 
auction – lunch with the famed 
actress and a behind the scenes tour 
on the set of The Good Wife. The live 
auction, led by the charming Alexan-
der Berggruen from Christie’s, also 
included two other unique live experi-
ences: an opportunity to see Darren 
Criss perform as well as meet him 
after the show and a chance to see 
Josh Groban play live and meet him 
backstage, and a trip to Napa Valley. 

Thank You to the 2015 ETM  
Children’s Benefit Gala Sponsors

PREMIER BENEFACTOR
Katherine D. Elliott and Richard S. Abramson

Grand Benefactor
Andrew J. Malik, Needham & Company LLC

Benefactor
Benchmark Builders, Inc.
Richard Bernstein and Janice Abbott
Walter and Katherine Damkohler
Rick Dobbis and Mary Ann Koenig
Aidan and Edwina Fitzmaurice
Jennifer Goff
Karen Karlsrud and Raymond Mikulich
Merrill DataSite

Thanks to the following for purchasing 2015 VIP tickets:  
Aly and Shazma Alibhai, Joseph F. McDonald, Ted Moudis, and Martha Weissman.

Safra National Bank
Michael Schaefer
Edmund and Elaine Schroeder
Manoj Susarla
Universal Music Classics
Rob Weisstuch and Faith Glazier
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ETM Festival Expands to Lehman College’s 
Center for the Performing Arts

Education Through Music held its 
third annual Music Festival at Lehm-
an College’s Center for the Perform-
ing Arts in the Bronx on June 3, 2015. 
The new venue provided the perfect 
space to showcase ETM partner 
schools’ bands and orchestras. This 
year the festival brought together 
nearly 900 students who have par-
ticipated in ETM’s music programs 
over the course of the school year. 
The festival is the final celebration 
of students’ hard work and musical 
accomplishments. The students, 
some of whom just started learning 
an instrument in the fall, performed 
for their family, friends and the larger 
community present at the event. 

New York City Council Member 
Andy King of the 12th District attend-
ed the festival and watched hundreds 
of students from his district perform. 
ETM has built strong ensemble 
programs at partner schools within 
Councilman King’s district: P.S. 76, 
P.S. 103 and M.S. 180 have band pro-
grams and P.S. 68. P.S. 87, P.S. 169, 
M.S. 180 and M.S. 529 have string 
orchestras. Council Member King 
has been a strong supporter of both 
ETM’s general music and ensemble 
programs, and he helped Peter 
Pauliks, ETM’s Director of Programs, 
to kick off the show to loud cheers 
of excitement from the crowd. In his 

opening remarks, King reemphasized 
the importance of music education in 
motivation for and success in school, 
and commended the students for 
their hard work and achievements.

The three-hour long music mara-
thon kept the audience completely 
captivated and the students watched 
their peers perform with enthusiasm. 
The opportunity to perform on stage 
in front of hundreds of people can 
be seen as a reward in itself, but at 
the end of festival each student also 
received a medal to reward them for 
their hard work and dedication and 
each teacher was awarded a trophy 
that will be displayed in the class-
room to inspire the students. 

ETM has built ensembles at 18 of 
its partner schools, offering interest-
ed students the opportunity to learn 
the joys of playing an instrument, 
while also learning cooperation, dis-
cipline, and responsibility. “Children 
who have studied all year long are 
coming together and showing what 
they have learned,” said Katherine 
Damkohler, executive director of Ed-
ucation Through Music. “It’s a great 
day for the schools and a great way 
to celebrate music education. These 
students exemplify what is possible 
through hard work, dedication and a 
long-term partnership with ETM.”

ETM Welcomes
New Board  
Member

ETM welcomes Matthew F. Knouff 
to the Board of Directors. Knouff is 
eDiscovery Counsel with Complete 
Discovery Source, Inc. (CDS), a global 
electronic discovery services provider 
and technology developer. Knouff 
is a lifelong musician, entrepreneur, 
and advocate for empowerment.  He 
founded the internationally distrib-
uted record label Venge Records in 
1999. He is a graduate of the Univer-
sity of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
and the University of North Carolina 
School of Law, and lives with his wife 
in Brooklyn, NY. 

NewYork City Council Member Andy King 
helped  open the 2015 ETM Festival.

Nearly 900 students performed at the Festival.

Teacher Leah Potteiger directs orchestra students from ETM Bronx partner school MS 180.

Photos by Anna Yatskevich
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2015 ETM Children’s Benefit Gala

ETM Board Member Richard Bernstein served as emcee of the 
2015 ETM Children’s Benefit Gala.

Christie’s auctioneer Alexander Berggruen auctions off  lunch 
with Christine Baranksi and a set visit to The Good Wife.

The evening featured a special tribute to ETM Board 
Member Katherine Elliott. Paris, a student who has received music as part of the ETM program at her 

school, talks about how music has made a difference at her school.

ETM band students performed at the 2015 ETM Children’s Benefit Gala.

ETM partner school students showcased their musical abilities  
at the 2015 ETM Children’s Benefit Gala. 
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ETM Board Member Aidan Fitzmaurice  
and his wife, Edwina Fitzmaurice.

ETM Chairman Michael Schaefer. ETM students perform with Peter Cincotti..

ETM students perform “Dry Your Tears, Afrika.”

An ETM partner school student performs.
ETM supporter Richard Abramson.

Photos by Anna Yatskevich
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Education Through Music (ETM) students at PS 
169 in the Bronx and students from Zürich’s Sihlfeld 
school participated in a music and cultural exchange 
program attended by Ambassador André Schaller, 
Consul General of Switzerland in New York. 

“We are very happy to support this innovative, 
state-of-the-art musical exchange between American 
and Swiss students. It’s wonderful for me to see chil-
dren from both sides of the Atlantic come together in 
such an inspiring way,” said Ambassador Schaller.

The students performed for each other via Skype, 
followed by a question and answer session about 
school life, hobbies and experiences living in Zürich 
and New York.  Members of the Swiss Consul-
ate’s Culture and Education Department, Thomas 
Schneider, Swiss Head of Culture and Education, 
and Sandrine Ligabue, Deputy Head of Culture and 
Education, facilitated the exchange by translating the 
discussion in Swiss German and English.  

“We are thrilled that Education Through Music 
students and students in Switzerland are coming 
together to share their mutual love of music,” said 
Katherine Damkohler, Executive Director of Educa-
tion Through Music. “The universal language of 
music is a powerful unifier for these children to gain 
a better understanding of their different cultures and 
school experiences.  We are especially grateful to 
Ambassador Schaller for his support in this unique 
music exchange.”

“As a former ETM music teacher and now a music 
instructor at Musikschule Konservatorium Zürich and 
the Sihlfeld school, I have seen firsthand the impor-
tance music education has in enriching the lives of 
students around the world,” said Sharon Kim Soldati, 
orchestra teacher with the Sihlfeld Primarschule in 
Zürich. 

ETM Bronx Partner School PS 169 
Celebrates Cultural Exchange with 
Swiss Music Class

PS 169 Music Teacher Amanda Gonzalez conducts students as they 
play for Swiss students during the cultural exchange.

Ambassador André Schaller, Consul General of Switzerland in New 
York, addresses students at PS 169 in the Bronx, with students from 

Zurich participating via Skype.

Students from PS 169 received red baseball caps from the Swiss Consulate.

Check out ETM’s Latest Evaluation Report
ETM’s annual evaluation report has been released.  The report is an overview of how the Education Through Music 

(ETM) program impacted the students and schools being served during the 2013-2014 school year. The findings are 
based on impact evaluation data collected by ETM, and focus on how the program contributed to students’ academic 
achievement and general development. The findings also address how the program was perceived by its partner school 
communities. Visit www.ETMonline.org/evaluation to read the report.

Photos by Anna Yatskevich
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Allied World
American Eagle Outfitters Foundation
New York City Council Member Maria del Carmen 
     Arroyo
Rose M. Badgeley Residuary Charitable Trust
Bangs-Russell Foundation
Bettina Baruch Foundation
Bay and Paul Foundations
Edith C. Blum Foundation
The Bodman Foundation
Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer’s Office
Brodsky Family Foundation
New York City Council Member Fernando Cabrera
Capital Group
CMA Foundation
Colgate-Palmolive Company
Con Edison
D’Addario Music Foundation
Dancing Tides Foundation
Jean and Louis Dreyfus Foundation
The Max and Victoria Dreyfus Foundation
William and Muriel Elliott Foundation
Fender Music Foundation
Ford Foundation
Sidney E. Frank Foundation
Fundraising Day New York
New York City Council Member Vanessa L. Gibson
Gilder Foundation
Foundation for Global Sports Development

Goldman Sachs
Eugene and Emily Grant Family Foundation
William T. Grant Foundation
Jerome L. Greene Foundation
Susan and Richard Hare Foundation
Horne Family Foundation
The Hyde and Watson Foundation
Jockey Hollow Foundation
Carl E. Kessler Family Foundation
Kinder Morgan Foundation
New York City Council Member Andy King
New York City Council Member G. Oliver Koppell
Emily Davie and Joseph S. Kornfeld Foundation
Douglas C. Lane & Associates
The Leir Charitable Foundations
New York City Council Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito
M.B.I.A. Foundation
Mertz Gilmore Foundation
National Endowment for the Arts
New York City Department of Cultural Affairs
New York City Department of Education
New York Community Trust
New York State Council on the Arts
New York State Education Department
Henry E. Niles Foundation
The Nord Family Foundation
New York City Council Member Annabel Palma
Carl and Lily Pforzheimer Foundation
Pine Tree Foundation of New York

RBC Wealth Management
May and Samuel Rudin Family Foundation
Scoob Trust
Simple Actions Family Foundation
Dr. Robert C. and Tina Sohn Foundation
Solon E. Summerfield Foundation
Target
Taubman Foundation
TPG Capital
Michael Tuch Foundation
Harvey and Leslie Wagner Foundation
Leo Walsh Foundation
The Weissman Family Foundation
Wells Fargo Foundation
The Meredith and Rosemary Willson Charitable 
     Foundation
WME Foundation

Foundation, Corporate & Government Supporters 2013-14 and 2014-15

ETM’s programs are supported in part by public funds from the New York City Department of Cultural 
Affairs in partnership with the City Council; by the New York State Council on the Arts with the support 
of Governor Andrew Cuomo and the New York State Legislature; and by an award from the National 
Endowment for the Arts.

Supporters
The Anne and Ronald Abramson 
     Family Foundation
Richard Abramson
Pat Acloque
Seth and Meg Akabas
Qais Al-Awqati
Aly Alibhai
AmazonSmile Foundation
Emma Anderson
Anonymous (41)
Abe Anwar
Adam Ardise
Ginous, Darya & Dylan Assil
John Avagliano
Richard Beales
Jonathan Beiser
Evita Belmonte
Benchmark Builders Inc.
Daniel Bennett
David Berg
Lauren A. Bernstein
Richard Bernstein and Janice Abbott
Carmen Berrios
Carol Bilotti
Louis Bisogni
Marcy, Jon and Ben Blank
Cynthia Bolton
Stuart Bondell
Sue Brennan*
Jean Brenner
Briarcliff Manor High School
Tanya Burrell
Vincent and Diane Butkiewicz
Travis Byers
BZH New York
MaryEllen Callan
John and Janet Canning
David Carr
Tim and Joanne Case
Tracy Clancy
Courtney Clark*
Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP
Stephen Cohen
Andrea Commaker
Consolidated Edison Co. of NY, Inc.
Andrew Copper
Sean Corcoran
Cords For Music
Stacey Creem
Margaret Crotty
Michelle Cunningham
Jude and Liz Curtis
Katherine and Walter Damkohler
Robert Daniels
Tara Davidson
Chris Davino
Benjamin Davis
Philip E. De Bard
Karen De La Rosa
Amanda Dennelly
Hillary Deutsch
Rick Dobbis
Barbara Douglas
Marie Dumas and John Felicetti
Kyle Ebner*

Ebby Elahi
Electric Picks Inc.
Katherine D. Elliott
William & Muriel Elliott Foundation
Sherry Ellis*
Sabra Embury
Sarah Engebretsen
George Ennis
Howard Epstein
Gitanjali Faleiro
Judy Feldman
Helaine and Burt Fendelman
Eileen Fennell
Ruthie Fierberg
Ronald and Paula Filler
The Fine Family
Chris Fiore
Aidan and Edwina Fitzmaurice
Maria Fotsch
Adaline Frelinghuysen
Marc Friedman
Jeanin Friscia
Dmitri Furman
Frank Gallucci
Brian Ginsberg
James Ginsburg and Patrice Michaels
Dylan Glanzer
Denise Glassman
Kenneth and Shelley Gliedman
Victor Goldberg and Patricia Waldeck
Goldman Sachs
Stuart Goldstein
Larry Goodman
Alison and Jonathan Gottsegen
Eugene and Emily Grant Family 
     Foundation
Matre Andia Grant
Greater Impact Foundation
Joan Greenberg
Caroline L. Gunther
Martin Gurny
Maraiya Hakeem
Hamden Hall Country Day  
     School Music Comm. Service Club
Elizabeth Hammond
Edward Handelman Fund
Gordon D. Henderson
Jennifer Hildebrand
Marie, Pete and Fanya Hoffman
Eileen Horgan
Dennis Huacon
Pauline Huang
Michele Iannello
Felipe Ibanez
Ibrahim Ibrahim
Gregg and Lori Ireland
Lisa Izes
Colin Jacobsen
Anthery Jean
Alicia and Richard Jensen
Don and Kristen Jones
Robyn Joseph
Elizabeth Joseph-St. Ange
Susan Goldenthal Kahaner
Sonny Kalsi

The Kalva Family
Josh Kamerman and Melissa Weisstuch
Wael Kanj
Karen Karlsrud and Raymond 
     Mikulich
Ethelle Katz
Leora and the Kaufman Family
Brian and Margaret Kernighan
Sylvia Kinard
Klein Family
Matthew Knouff and Nirali Shah
Mary Ann Koenig
LaDonna Kornegay
Harry Krausman
Daniel Kraut
Marguerite Krull
Jessica Lam
Ira Langer
Steven Lerner
Tina, Steve, Jason & Sara Levine
Loren Levinson
Dale and Debra Lewis
Robert Lieber
Christopher Linehan*
Barry and Harriet Lipsitz
Dino Liso
Sandy Loewen
Rachel Long
John LoZito
Edgar Lugo
LVMH Moet Hennessy Louis Vuitton Inc.
Ralph Macchio
Charlene and Gary MacDougal
Katherine MacKinnon
Andrew J. Malik
Debra and Richard C. Mark
The Marks Family
Sandy Marks
Christopher Marshall
Willis Martin
Stacy Martinez
Stuart Matthewman
Gail Mattsson
MBIA Foundation
Donogh McDonald
Joseph McDonald
Linda McEntee
Daniel McGovern
Thomas McGowan
Rachel McKernan
William L. McKernan
McKinsey & Company
Meghan Beard, Inc.
The Meredith Corporation Foundation
Merrill DataSite
Rhonda Meserole
Marisa Mickel and John Crouch
Eleanor Milburn
Donald and Jill Miller
Ayal Miodovnik
Modern Vintage Recordings
Morgan Lewis
Jeffrey Morrison
Julia Ann Murphy
Lori Murphy

Michael J. Murphy
Charles and Margaret Nastro
Safiya Nelson
New York Life Insurance Co.
Eric Nikoloff
Mathew Notine
Carrie O’Bosky
Jonathan Otero
Edna Pappas
Amie Patel
Anwar Payne
PayPal Giving Fund
James Peck
Edward Petner
Joseph and Katharine Plummer
Joan & Alvin Poskar
Potbelly Sandwich Works
Beckham Price
Mickey Rabina
Jean Rabunski*
Rose Ramos
Kris Ranganathan
Maya Raszczyk
Christopher Ratto
Kimberlea Rea, Westervelt & Rea LLP
Kerry Ann Reid
Terry Resnick
Nancy Roberts
Tess Robin
Heather Robinson
Esmeralda Rodriguez
Ruby Rodriguez
Kenneth and Merideth Rosh
Russell Sage College
Safra National Bank
Elliot and Susan Sagor
William Sales
Peter Sanders and Basia Danilow
Michael Schaefer
Mr. and Mrs. Schaller
William Schmidt
Edmund and Elaine Schroeder
Kristin Schurk
Thomas Schwartz
Joanna Seddon
Janet Segal
Michael Seltzer
Edward Sermier
Kanika and Sarat Sethi
Gregory Shrock
Jonathan Sidhu and Malathi Nayak
Arnold Siegel
Silicon Valley Community Foundation
Larry and Klara Silverstein
Don Simkin
Simple Actions Family Foundation
Brian Sirgutz
Maxine Sleeper
Jason Smith
Philip E. Snook
Elizabeth Sobol
Mr. and Mrs. Laurence T. Sorkin
The Trustees of The Spence School
Alan and Ilene Sperling
Aaron and Martha Spital

St. Luke Senior Choir and Handbell 
     Choir
St. Luke Youth Choir
Rachel Stanton
Robert Stetson
Melody Stevens
Susan Stevens
Edward and Claire Stiepleman 
Charitable Fund
Peter and Laura Strauss
Structure Tone
Manoj Susarla
Emily Susskind
Marilyn Susskind
Danika Swasbrook
Szilvia Tanenbaum
Nicki and Harold Tanner
William L. Taylor Charitable Gift Fund
Ted Moudis
Jared Thal
Elizabeth Thompson
Jacqueline and Andrew Threadgold
Ron Tierno
Tiger Ale LLC
Susan Tillery
Jackie Tirado
TKO Tech
Chastiry Torres
TPG Global, LLC, David Stiepleman
The Carol A. Trani Charitable Gift 
     Fund
Carol Ulrich
Chester and Kathy Urban
Rebecca Vales
Adele Vamos
Yasmin Vargas
The Heidi B. and David L. Vassar 
     Charitable Fund
Diane Ventura
Diodato and Karen Villamena
Christian Voldstad
Vornado Realty Trust
Deborah and R. Anthony Waldron
Brandon Washington
Ann Wax
Philipp Weis
Martha Weissman
Donald and Susan Weisstuch
Lane and Nicole Wesselmann
Ted and Betsy Wheeler
Steven Williams
Erica & Zack Yagerman
Isabel Yagerman
Laura & Justin Yagerman
Susan & David Yagerman
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph A. Zaccagnino
Boniface and Alison Zaino
Debra Zeifman
Shannon Zinn
Julianna Zitron
John Zurcher

ETM thanks the following donors for their generous contributions between January 21 and June 19, 
2015. If you wish to join this list, please return the enclosed envelope, call 212-972-4788 or visit  
www.ETMonline.org to donate.

Bolded names indicate donors who have contributed $1,500 or more. Asterisked names indicate members of ETM’s Bassline, our community of monthly donors. For more information, 
visit www.ETMonline.org/bassline. We apologize if we have inadvertently omitted or misspelled any name. Please advise us of any errors so that we may correct our records.  
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